Biography affects us all. People interest us, so much so that there is a danger of intrusion too deeply within the lives of our subjects. Sometimes writing about those who went before us needs to be put into context with those who remain. In general this journal has not included details of the living. But what of the descendants and other relatives of our subjects? When possible we have included their views on papers we have published but not invariably because not all can be consulted. We hope we have got it about right and we thank those who have provided information and images of their families.
Images help create a scene and the many pictures that illustrated the contents of the journal have set the scenes in a wider context. The inclusion of images on the front cover, at first one large image and then four and in the themed issue of August 2012 nine images, leads to a more creative display. The rotation of colours for the four issues in each year's volume creates a similar visual display on the bookshelves as was created previously by a school magazine, The Beaumont Review, where the school colours are repeated on the covers volume by volume. The gold cover for the August 2012 issue seemed fitting at the time of the Olympics in London. The journal has larger pages now too and the page margins are smaller, thereby making it possible to include more text per page. It is not always possible to eliminate all white space at the end of each paper but the inclusion of smaller contributions including Glimpses allows shorter contributions to be included, and therefore more of them, and the Notes and Jottings section allows for really short items and for occasional ideas for topics for budding authors. Fillers include quotes that might inspire! A particular joy has been the increasing submissions by younger writers, including medical students, and the Young Writer's Prize has sought to recognise this. The Archives that are building up with the Retired Fellows Society of the Royal Society of Medicine will provide another source of inspiration and a record of many high achievements.
One of the many joys of an editor is his correspondence with so many interesting persons. The ability to commission an Editorial is a particularly pleasurable task. This leads to topics of varied appeal, not necessarily related to the contents of the particular quarterly issue, and it increases the scope of topics covered. The journal was started in order to publish details of the lives of those whose lives otherwise might be unrecorded although the first issue contained information about several famous persons. Subsequent papers have comprised a mixture of the famous and the not so famous, sometimes the infamous, and despite the adjective medical in the title this has been interpreted widely as demonstrated by the categories by which papers are classified. Thus not only physicians, surgeons and other specialists are noted but also those whose work and life certainly are of no less interest to healthcare professionals, nurses, patients and so many others.
The supplement on William Osler provided an opportunity to increase the scope of the journal and to develop a theme. The August 2012 issue and this November issue have developed the theme of Human Endeavour, based initially on the idea that the Olympic Games and the Paralympic Games in London would lead to much discussion of the role of medicine in sport. These themed issues place a further burden on the publishing schedule when so many good papers are queuing for publication. Whether to reject so many good contributions in order that the time to publication is shortened, or whether to allow a higher acceptance rate with a correspondingly longer time to publication, creates a dilemma, not always easy to resolve. Many medical history papers including biography are not locked so firmly in time that their originality is prejudiced by some delay in publication even though understandably this leads to frustration and sometimes dismay for the authors. Those papers that are published in electronic form, on the internet, still require peer review, adjustment, agreement with the author, typesetting and all the decision-making that takes place along the pathway to publication. The possibility of payment for publication, so-called 'vanity publishing', has been considered because it could increase the volume of material published but it has been rejected on the basis that in relation to this journal it risks distorting the peer-review process.
Medical biography is a component of medical history. The aims of the study of medical history appear to be three in particular -it helps us to identify from the past those changes and failures that could lead us to a better future, it is an academic discipline, and it should be fun. The journal aims to fulfil all three roles for its readers and its authors, and constructive suggestions are always welcome and indeed essential. Medical history meetings abound but courses are less easily found. However, the Diploma in the History of Medicine of the Society of Apothecaries (DHMSA) is a qualification that can result from the course of study held on Saturdays in London over a period of several months; details are available by telephone at þ44 20 7236 1189 and by e-mail at FacultyHP@apothecaries. org.
Thus The Journal of Medical Biography, thought to be the only such journal in the world, is completing its twentieth year of publication and this November 2012 issue is its fortieth. Dr John Moll was Founder Editor and with members of the Boards he brought the journal to the end of its tenth year and now after a further ten years it is time for the journal's third editor to take over. Several members of the Editorial Board and of the Editorial Advisory Board have continued throughout this long time but sadly we have had to say goodbye to others who contributed no less valuably to the journal; for one reason or another they needed to move on. It is a sadness in this context to record the death of Sir Christopher Booth on 13 July 2012, a long-standing member of the Editorial Advisory Board and a source of much wisdom. To each and every one of these persons, and to the many others who have reviewed papers and offered invaluable advice, we owe a great debt of thanks for lots of hard work and support. To these names should undoubtedly be added with at least equal debt those many members of the production team, past and present, at the Royal Society of Medicine; because they are many and as always it would be invidious to name only some, it should be left to each to know the enormous extent to which their contributions have been valued, by this editor in particular.
Christopher Gardner-Thorpe
Editor (email: cgardnerthorpe@me.com)
Notes and Jottings
The Croation Scientific Society for the History of Health Culture publishes Acta medico-historica Adriatica which is available on-line at www.amha.hr. The journal is concerned particularly with the history of medicine and health culture of peoples' belonging to the Adriatic and Central European cultural tradition and has been published since 2003.
Dartmoor News (www.dartmoornewsmagazine. co.uk) is publishing a series entitled 'Dartmoor Hospitals' which may provide budding medical biographers with some ideas for exploring persons connected with this part of the country.
Henry Oakely, Garden Fellow at the Royal College of Physicians, has published another volume of great interest to medical historians as to lovers of plants, and this volume is entitled Doctors in the Medicinal Garden, Plants named after Physicians (ISBN 978-1-86016-468-2) published by The Royal College of Physicians. A beautiful compilation of photographs of plants, details of doctors and their brief biographies, this work will inform and entertain.
Roderick Stewart and Sharon Stewart have published Phoenix, the life of Norman Bethune (ISBN 978-0-77353-819-1) from McGill-Queen's University Press in Canada. This good-quality hardback is well illustrated and informs us of the life of this surgeon, soldier, politician and pioneer.
Godfrey Hounsfield: intuitive Genius of CT (ISBN 978-0-90574-975-4) from the British Institute of Radiology tells us of the life and ideas of this founder of computerized tomography, in the words of the authors Stephen Bates, Liz Beckmann, Adrian Thomas and Richard Waltham.
Frank Tö pfer has edited Verstü mmelung oder Selbstverwicklicuung?
[Die Boss-Migscherlich-Kontroverse] (ISBN 978-3-77282-613-9) which is published by Frommann-Holzboog of Stuttgart.
Reflections on Medicine: Essays by Robert U Massey MD (ISBN 978-1-88409-298-5) is published by Richard Altschuler in New York and edited by Martin Duke. This collection carries several essays on medical biography as well as various contributions on ethics and other important areas of medicine. Massey was Dean of the University of Connecticut School of Medicine.
Adolph Murray (1751-1803), Professor of Anatomy and Surgery in Uppsala in 1774, travelled in Italy and brought material from the Padua Botanic Garden back to Uppsala, probably including a specimen of the Chinese Parasol Tree (Firmiana simplex) noted in 1781 by Linnaeus. Found widely in China and Japan in streets and parks, it is usually grown in warm climates to provide shade but it was introduced to the UK from Japan in 1757 and is grown in the UK now too. It has been suggested psychotropic drugs may be developed from it, and in Korea and China the seeds have been used in traditional medicine to treat diarrhoea and stomach disorders (see: Upson TM and Cullen J. 736: Firmiana Simplex, Malvaceae. Curtis's Botanical Magazine 2012;29:170-181).
The first autobiography in the English language is said to be The Book of Margery Kempe, published as a Penguin Classic in 1985 (ISBN 0-14-043251-5) and concerning the Christian life of a woman from Kings' Lynn whose dates are c. 1373 -1440. It is suggested variously that her weepings and behaviour were due to epilepsy or to a hysterical behaviour pattern.
Communication is central to human existence. Whether the form it takes is symbolic, as in speech, or physical, as in travel, it is communication between person and person, or between person and place that weaves the social fabric (Blanning, T. The Pursuit of Glory, Europe 1648 -1815. London: Penguin Books, 2008, Communications, p. 3).
The Animal Spirit Doctrine and the Origins of Neurophysiology (ISBN 978-0-19976-649-9) is a magnificent hardback published by Oxford University Press for CUM Smith, Eugenio Frixione, Stanley Finger and William Clower. It sets out with many illustrations a history from the earliest times and describes the development of ideas and of apparatus in the field of neurophysiology, of great interest to all those who have dealings with neurological matters. DOI: 10.1258/jmb.2012.012n05
